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Background: 
 

 On March 12, 2014, which was the third day of his jury trial, Micah Harrison 

entered a plea of guilty but mentally ill to the charge of Murder for the killing of 

Harrison’s two-year old son, Michael.  The Defendant had alleged the defense of 

insanity, and his trial was still in the jury selection phase.  The Defendant had 

faced the possibility of being sentenced to life without parole. 

 

 The Court accepted the plea agreement and entered a judgment of conviction 

against Harrison on March 12
th

.  The plea agreement called for Harrison to be 

sentenced to fifty-five (55) years in prison.  He has been held at the Hamilton 

County Jail since January 9, 2013, the date of the murder. 

 

Update: 
 

 Micah Harrison was sentenced today pursuant to the plea agreement reached 

with the State.   

 

 The murder case involved the insanity defense in which both of the court-

appointed doctors, a psychiatrist and a psychologist, provided opinions that the 

Defendant was insane at the time he committed the murder due to schizophrenia.  

Another psychiatrist examined the Defendant and came to a different conclusion, 

that Harrison was not insane at the time he murdered his son. 

 

 “In the State’s estimation, [the other psychiatrist] had taken into account the 

Defendant’s acute and historical use of drugs,” Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 

Andre Miksha explained to Judge Steven R. Nation at the sentencing hearing.  

Miksha explained that the Defendant had a history of using methamphetamine, 

marijuana, possibly bath salts, alcohol, and synthetic cannabinoids.  
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 “The State’s evidence … was that the Defendant did have drugs in his system 

that day,” Miksha stated.  “He tested positive for Delta-9 Carboxy THC, which is 

the metabolite of marijuana.”  “He also had a substance called UR-144 [which] is a 

common name for a particular synthetic cannabinoid.”  The murder followed a 

weekend meth bender for which Harrison’s symptoms of “‘coming down’ from 

methamphetamine, in the past, included delusions, paranoia, and hallucinations.”  

Those three symptoms are also potential effects from synthetic cannabinoids, such 

as UR-144.  Miksha further expressed the extraordinary brutality of the slaying. 

 

 Miksha explained to the Court that “no one is really happy” with the plea 

agreement.  “The Defendant gave up the opportunity to be found not responsible 

by reason of insanity.  …  He has gained the sure thing that he can be free from 

this sentence one day.”  The State “gave up its opportunity to seek life 

imprisonment without parole, or at least an aggravated sentence, and this was in 

the light of so many aggravating circumstances being present.  First and foremost 

[was] Michael’s age, not simply being under twelve years old, but being two.” 

 

 At the conclusion of the hearing, the Defendant was remanded to the custody of 

the Sheriff to be transported to the Indiana Department of Correction so that 

Harrison can serve the sentence in a Department of Corrections penal facility. 

 

 A copy of the Sentencing Order is attached for your reference. 

 

* * * 






